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in January 1739, took it by storm after a most gallant
defence. At the same time Bajirao resolved to dam the
stream of reinforcements, that flowed from Goa to Bassein.
On the 23rd January 1739, Vyankatrao Ghorpade, the
envoy insulted by Luis Botelho, invaded Goa territory
with twelve thousand horse and four thousand foot soldiers.
In his efforts to save Bassein the Count of Sandomil had
left himself few Europeans, but without their support the
native levies would not face the Marathas. On the 25th
January Vyankatrao took Margao by escalade and laid
siege to tho fortress of Rachol, the key of Goa. The
viceroy reinforced the commandant of Rachol as best ho
could. But a sortie under an inexperienced officer ended
in a serious disaster and Sandomil was compelled to fill
the ranks of the garrison by calling to arms the monks
and priests of Goa. By the aid of these new conscripts,
Luis de Ccatano, the commandant of Rachol, repulsed in
February, 17;)9, a vigorous assault of seven thousand
Marathas. In spite, however, of occasional Portuguese
successes, the end was now certain. Each month brought
the viceroy news of fresh disasters. For a short time
Nadir Shah's invasion gave the Portuguese hope. For
Bajirao, on the news of the sack of Delhi, thought of nothing
less than an alliance of every state in India against the
Persian barbarians. "The war with the Portuguese is as
naught," wrote the Peshwa. " There is now but one enemy
in Hindustan. The whole power of the Deccan, Hindus

' Mr. Paiosni's industiy has discovered a letter, tinted lIJth December 1738, in
which Vnwiilev Joslii imported to C'himnaji Appa tin unsuccessful attack on Maliim,

"lUmobandra ITaii and Mahaclji Keshav trained, battciies on Mahini. Two
or three flays later Portuguese and Abys&inians cainc in hundreds of boats to nsfaist
in the defence.,., The enemy \\tis very strong; we trained mu Imtteiies on tho
northern wall of Maliim On the South, the Kelve bide, wo did not attack. The
enemy fell back behind his .Tort walls. On the 10th Novembci Ramchandra Hari
with 700 or 600 men attacked Kclvc. They killed 20 to IJO of Ihe enemy One
of our horsemen fell and two horses were wounded. Thereafter the enemy, seizing
the opportunity uttackotl our batteries with 1500 to 2000 men. At tho same time
he opened a tremendous cannonade from tho fort and set fiiv to our guns. We